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1 Introduction 

The aim of the workshop is to transfer the know-how on SRC cultivation and use, as well as 
to discuss economic issues related to SRC.  

The main target group invited to the workshop was small and medium users of wood fuels. 
As interest from the target audience very low, municipalities, suppliers of wood fuels, 
farmers, representatives from forestry sector, people from research centres and university, 
as well as others were invited. 

The training took place on 28th of February, 2017. Theoretical part of the workshop was 
organised in Madona city, Latvia. SRC plantation visited during the second part of the event 
is located close in Prauliena parish, Madona region. 

All together 17 participant took part at the training. 

The agenda included following topics: 

• Introduction on SRCplus project; 

• Use of SRC for renewable energy; 

• Selective planting material and conditions related its distribution and use; 

• Economic models for cultivation of SRC; 

• PEFC certification of SRC plantations; 

• Quality of different origin wood chips; 

• Artificial drying of wood chips (representative was not able to participate); 

• Technological solutions for combustion of different quality wood chips. Combustion 
process; 

• Other renewables for heat energy production; 

• Visit to the SRC site. 

2 Involved stakeholders 

As already described before, the main target audience was small and medium users of wood 
fuels. In order to attract more participants other relevant stakeholders were addressed. 
Finally, the workshop was attended by farmers, representatives from forestry sector and 
producers of boilers. Scientists, researchers and students from university and research 
centres/institutes participated in the event too. 

3 Results 

The workshop gathers different participants with different background and covered topics 
which are related to the use of solid biofuels and quality issues of wood fuels in particular. 

The theoretical part of the workshop was opened by Aivars Žandeckis from Ekodoma who 
introduced the SRCplus project, its aims and the main tasks of the project. Mudrīte 
Daugaviete from Silava continued with the presentation about cultivation and use of SRC. 
Economic issues were discussed by Mudrīte too. 

Reinis Silups from Selective Willow Breeders Association discussed about properties and 
advantages of selective planting material of willows, as well as described principles and 
conditions related to trade and use of selective planting materials. 

As a result of SRCplus project activities in Latvia, SRC plantations now can be PEFC 
certified. Mudrīte Daugaviete described the possibilities, advantages and process of PEFC 
certification of the SRC plantations in Latvia. 



SRCplus  National workshop on SRC use for heating purposes 

 
February 2017 5 EKODOMA 

Results of laboratory testing of different biofuels, including wood chips from SRC, were 
presented by Aivars Žandeckis. The quality of wood chips from SRC was compared with the 
quality of wood fuels from “traditional” practices. 

Representatives from AGB Serviss described the principles of combustion process of wood 
fuel in small and mid-sized combustion appliances. Different technological solutions for 
combustion of wood chips were presented too. 

After, Liga Poznaka from Ekodoma presented different options for heat energy production. 
Theoretical part of the workshop was concluded by the discussions between the participants. 

After the training, participants received certificates on completion of training and Handbook 
on Sustainable Short Rotation Coppice, as well as leaflets of the project. 

During the second part of the workshop a three years old willow plantation managed by Salix 
Energy Baltic Ltd (seedling provider, full service company) was visited by the participants. 
The SRC will be harvested and chipped this winter. Participants had an opportunity to 
discuss issues related to the plantation and cultivation of SRC, as well as current trends on 
biomass energy market with the manager of the plantation. 
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4 Annex 
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 Photos  

  

Theoretical part of the workshop 

  

Representatives from AGB Serviss Ltd 
explaining principles of combustion process 

Three years old willow plantation visited 
during the workshop 

 

On-site discussions with the representative from Salix Energy Baltic Ltd about the SRC 
plantation 

Training material (presentations)  

All presentations from the seminar are available at the SRCplus home page: 

http://www.srcplus.eu/lv/2-uncategorised/173-2nd-workshop-for-s-m-users-and-traders-of-woodchips-
in-latvia.html 


