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1 Introduction 

The aim of the information day is to disseminate and discuss information and knowledge on 
the quality issues of woodchips from SRC in the target region.  

The main target group invited to the information day was small and medium users of wood 
fuels. As interest from the target audience was not enough high, suppliers of wood fuels, 
technology producers and distributors were invited, as well as others were invited. 

The training took place on 14th of April, 2016 in Cēsis, Latvia. Cēsis was chosen as one of 
the main cities in the Vidzeme planning region and considering other activities planned at 
WP 5. 

All together 21 participant took part at the training, showing their interest in the topic. 

The agenda included following topics: 

 Introduction on SRCplus project. 

 What is short rotation coppice? SRC in Vidzeme planning region. Existing situation. 
Barriers. Options. Practical examples. Quality of different origin wood fuels 

 Quality criteria of solid biofuels. Standards. 

 Quality of different origin wood fuels. 

 Technological solutions for combustion of different quality wood chips. Combustion 
process. 

 Aspects related to the production, transportation and storage of SRC. 

 Artificial drying of wood chips. Good practice case: use of dried wood chips. 

 

2 Involved stakeholders 

As already described before, the main target audience was small and medium users of wood 
fuels. In order to attract participants local district heating companies, enterprises and 
municipalities running boiler houses and CHP’s were addressed. Additionally suppliers of 
wood fuels, technology producers and distributors (both, combustion related and fuel related) 
were invited as speakers and participants. Considering general topic of the information day 
purchasing managers responsible for the procurement of the fuel deliveries and specialists 
devoted to the fuel testing were invited. 

Invitation to participate in the information day also was published at the web page of 
Vidzeme planning region. 
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Figure 1: Prinout of the invitation published at the web-page of Vidzeme planning 
region 

 

At the end the training was attended by representatives from municipalities, district heating 
companies, industry and other organisations.  

3 Results 

The information day gathers different participants with different background and covered 
topics which are related to the quality of solid biofuels in general and quality issues of SRC 
wood chips in particular. 

Aivars Žandeckis from Ekodoma introduced auditorium with the SRCplus project, aims and 
main tasks of the project. Dagnija continued with the introduction to what are short rotation 
crops and what is the existing situation in Vidzeme planning region, giving some practical 
examples too. According to the type of land, the attention should be paid whether you are 
planning to develop woody plantations or forest plantations.  

Aivars Žandeckis gave an explanation of criteria used to describe quality of solid biofuels and 
provided references to the official methodologies to be used for testing and classification of 
solid biomass fuels. 

Dagnija Lazdiņa (Silava) presented a summary on quality of different origin wood fuels with 
the focus on the quality issues of wood chips from SRC. The link between growing conditions 
of SRC (rotation period, soil conditions, use of fertilisers, etc.) and quality of the SRC wood 
chips was described by Dagnija. 
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Fuel quality has to be considered during planning, operation and optimisation of combustion 
technologies. This issue was described by the representative from AS Komforts (producer of 
the wood fired combustion systems) Aleksandrs Kovals. 

Lāsma Apsīte from EcoMark (seedling provider, full service company) described aspects 
related to the production, transportation and storage of SRC. The information day was 
concluded by Sandis Migla (Pakavs) showing the possibilities and advantages of artificially 
organised wood chip drying. 

The information day was useful, gathering already experts in the field as well as those who 
want to learn more about quality issues of wood chips from SRC. Discussions and questions 
followed after each of the presentation thus showing that the participants had a real interest 
in the topic. After the main part, participants continued to discuss relevant topics and 
exchange contact information in smaller groups. 

Training materials and other relevant information was disseminated in paper form of 
electronically. The web page with the presentations was sent to participants.  
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4 Annex 

Invitation to the information day with the agenda 
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List of participants 
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Photos  

  

Dagnija Lazdiņa, Silava Aleksandrs Kovals, Komforts AS 

 

Sandis Migla, Pakavs Ltd 

 

Training material (presentations)  

All presentations from the seminar are available at the SRCplus home page: 

http://www.srcplus.eu/lv/2-uncategorised/151-information-day-on-quality-issues-of-
woodchips.html 
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